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StThomasa Becket- an Introduction

Welcane to the Anglican Church of Bhomas a Becket!

Whether yai are reading thiprofile as a prospectivapplicant in the
context of our search for a new Chaplain, or simplg@sebodywho
is curious aboubur paish, we welcome your interest.

In this profile we wish to show how we see ourselves as a
community, what moves usyhat future challenges we face
together. This texthas been witten by the Church Council and
draws upon established sources as well as a parish survey that

took place in October 2010.
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StThomasa Becket Community Profile

TheChurch of SThomas a Becket is a diverse community consisting of people of
many nations and Christian traditions. eWffer EnglisHlanguageAnglicarworship

in the northern German city of Hamburg. The Free and Hangg#iof Hamburg,
as itcalkitself, is locagd towards the\HeckKbf Germany. Ranks to this strategic
location between the North Sea and the Badtid its harbour on the River Elge
has for centuries been a major centre for tradeoday it is the worl@ eighthlargest
port and one of the mdsaffluent cities inEurope The citizens of Hamburg
(population 1.8 million) have a gaeaffinity for water The Alster, | Y 0 dzZNH Q a
beloved, catrally located lakeand its many canalgivethe city a spaious feeling.
Due toits trade history Hamburbas traditionally been home to many foreigners
and the cityis certainly very international and welcoming. It is arguably the most
Anglophileof German cities as wellVith numerousconcert hallsmuseumsand
universities Hamburg offers a varied andovant cultural life

Hamburg harbour Hamburg city centre and the Alster



Like Hamburg, our congregation is extremely international, with Americans, British,
GermansGhanaians, Indians and Nigerians from diverse backgrounds and socio
economic groups all well represented. Currentlg, lvave a electoral roll

membership of about 90We are one of three Englisipeaking congregations in
Hamburg and are centrally locategéar Hambur@ & Y I Ay [ dzZBKSNI} y O
Michaelis, and thénarbour. Excellent proximity to public transpdihksmakeour

church easily accessible taydbodyseeking to worship with us on Sundays anasm

of those whoregularly attend live less theB0 minutesaway. Those most likely to

come D us areAnglicans or Episcopalians arriving to live in Hamburg; international
families German Lutherans seeking livelier services with a stronger liturgical content;
university students, young professionalgddiamilies seeking a church community
during a shorter stay in Hamburg; and to a growing extent, enquirers who find what
they seek on our websit@vww.anglicarchurchrhamburg.de.

A growing segment ajur cangregation is Afriaafamilies with young childreq Ghanaiars being the mast

numerousc livingin Hamburgon a longterm basis Most of our African membetsavethemselveshadan Anglican
upbringing This growth reflects a recent shift in tHemographic composition of our community, which in former
years largely consisted of Anglican or Episcopal expatrisdesBritain or the United Statesho were here mostly

on temporary assignments with th@nsulatesr international businessegnothersignificant segment of our
community is made up of expatriates who went on to remain in Gernaagither as spouses of Germans or out of a
desire to pursue international careegsand raise families hereThis group, many oivhomare now in retirement
PAaG2NRAOLIEE& FT2NXYSR G(GKS o6F0162yS 2F (GKS O2yaNB3IAF (A2,
and making it aibrantcommunity. Germans are an important part of our parish; they are for many of us our
spouses, friends, and partners in raising our children. The number of families with small children atendices
regularly has started to grovecently, with eleverbaptisms anda confirmaton class taking place in 201%oung

adult singles, young couples without children and youth are presently underrepresented in our numbers

Our congregation can be described as devoted and consist¥etsee many familiar faces onrfslay. As such our
community differs slightly from other Anglican congregations in GernaafEurope in that we do not see as much
rapid fluctuation in our membetsp, with only about 20 pecentconsidering themselves to be temporarily in
Hamburg. Instead, we are mostly a communitysefrmans andhternationalswho are committed to life in
Hamburg and who have found an Engligieaking spitual home in the Church of Shomas a Becket.
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http://www.anglican-church-hamburg.de/

Church attendance on a typical Sunday varies between seagutiyinety worshipers from about tedifferent
nationalities,mostly from an Anglican backgroun@ccording to our recergurvey about 75 pecent of our
members haveiniversitydegrees. Sixtyper cent of our congregation are native English speakarsthe remainder
speak English fluently; our

children are raised bbr

AThe multicultural atmosphere. Th| mulilingually andttend local
extended family. o German schools rathéhan
bilingual or international
fiThe weekly Sunday Eucharist, the Anglican liturgy and our hymns. schools. We value our
Worship in an international community that reflects the universal internationality and diversity
character of Christobs Church. o and aim to be inclusive. For

0 . e by W 3 o _| many of us this diversity
e L2 y St (72 L Al 2 95 |0 provides an accepting and

comforting hane in a modern
German society that is

strugglingwith its emerging
multicultural identity. At the same time we value the traditions we come from. Our services are consistent and
traditional, offering a welcome familiarity tthose who know the beauty of th&nglican liturgy.Favourite hymnsa
choral anthem on many Sundaysidaorgan postludeomplement the weekly service.

StThomas a Becket and the Anglican Episcopal Churches in Europe

StThomas a Becket belongs to the Church of England Diocese in Elitopdarreaching diocese stretches from
Portugal to Russia and includes over 2@@plainciesn 42 countries.Of the sixteen parishes in Germany, some

belong to the Church of England and some to the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europeagelparalbf

the Anglican Communion. The Council of Anglican Episcopal Churches in Germany (CAECG) coordinates the worl
these churches in Germany. In Hamburg we are one of many international churches, includingsihagksig

Methodist, Baptist and Ronan Catholicongregations.We are also enthusiastic members of Hamburg Churches
Together ACKH;, Arbeitsgemeinschaft Christlicher Kirchen in Hampurg

A Brief History of theParish

Our church boasts a 48@arlong history andits story 5y 4§ SNI 6 A Y SR gAGK 020K 1 I Yo dzN
FYR GKS [/ KdzZNOK 27F 9y 3f | yRQ&spe&kingiGhistiibs hadyvorshethirE udspesince! f
before the Reformation, the Hamburg congregation played a particularly pivogimohe 17 century in
SadlrofAaKAYy3d (KS / KdzZNOK 2F 9y3dflyRQa LINBaSyOoS Ay 9d
of the YorkbasedGuild of Merchant Adventurersfor centuries the most powerful clottrading company in

northern Eirope ¢ were granted the privilege of holding services in the Endgisguage according to the rite of the
Church of England. In securing an unprecedented religious freedom, our church became the first sanctiened non
Lutheran congregation in the city arite firstlegallyestablished Anglican Churghmainland of Europé.

'Keith ChambersThe Church of St Thomas & Becket: The Legacy of the Merchant Adventurers at the Zeughausmarkt in Hambu
(Victoria, Australia: John Garratt Publishing, 2005), 12.
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Services were held in a chapel located in#eglishes Hau§in Groningerstral3e Thischapel ministered to
companymembers and nommembers alike, enjoying long yearspsbsperity? From 1633 the chaplaincy was under
the jurisdiction of the Bishop of London, and remained adivanearly 200 years until 1808, when by Napoleonic
decree the Merchant Adventurefguild was dissolved and the English Hosislesequentlydemolshed. Fortunately
some treasures from the chapel, like the silver, the registers and parts of the disma#fle@ntury organwere
squirreled away and stored privatehomes.

The British community in Hamburg then found itself
without a place ofvorship and stripped of its special
rights and privilegesUpon their return following the
NapoleonidNars the MerchantAdventurers
negotiated withcity authoritiesfor the construction
f of a church buildingOn 15 April 1835ty
authoritiesassigned a plot of lanid our present
location, Zeughausmarkt. After a period of fund
raising and construction, our presem¢oclassical
building was dedicated on 11 November 1838 and
g a yIYSR aiVYLX &.AswithdzNDOK
many of the internatioal churches of the time, the
ministry centredaround the expatriate community
mission work in the cityand the hundreds of British
seamen at port in Hamburg each ypaho were
entertained at weekly church concerts. The work of
the Church continued algnsimilar lines into the
twentieth century, always accompanied, then as
now, by its need to support itself and care for its
building.

In the massive firebombing raithy the Royal Air Force in the last years of the Second World Miachurchg like

most of historic Hamburgg I & NXzA Yy SR ® I 3 A @hclutdiKgShe ORydaRAX KR 30 A1LNSS |- 23 FdzNE
Sistine Madonnand the two altar panels showing the Creed and the Commandments which had been ordered from
England in 183&urvived inhidf 32 G KA & GAYS Ay i K§ budKersFdldwinGandi@nsidet I
period of reconstruction, the church was reopened in 1947 and named after the patron saint of the Merchant
Adventurers, St Thomas a Becket. Overdberse of the nexsixty years the congregatiochanged substantially.

From a large group serving the community of the British armed forcesarslilate to the expatriate home of

British, Commonwealth and American civiligtasits present smaller, multicultal face, the cogregationhas met

these cycles of change with a remarkable resilience and consistency.

% Chambers 13.
® Chambers 51and StiibsChurch of England in Hambury/.
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Mission Statement

The Anglican Church of Biomas a Becket aims to:

E Be a welcoming and inclusive Anglican community reflecting the universal character
off KNA adQa / KdzZNDOK

E Serve God through our worship and nurture the faith of our congregation

E c2ftft26 /KNARaGQa SEFYLIS Ay NBIFOKAYy3 2dzi (2
social injustice



